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This year (2008-2009) has been amazing! I want to thank all of our members, 
especially our Board Members, who have contributed so much this year. Our results have 
been wonderful, and everyone should be proud! A summary of the year’s 
accomplishments include: 

The annual Fall Program featured the President of Sigma Theta Tau International 
(STTI), Carol Huston, RN, MSN, DPA, FAAN. Carol met with the Alpha Eta Board, 
faculty and nurse leaders prior to the evening dinner and presentation. Her presentation 
was “STTI’s Vision 2020: The Global Imperative.” The event was co-sponsored by Beta 
Gamma (University of San Francisco) and Alpha Gamma (San Jose State University). 

In March, the chapter donated $546.50 to the Marrow Foundation to support the 
registration of forty-nine UCSF MEPN students as marrow donors on the national 
registry. They raised $678.50 and Alpha Eta donated the balance. 

The Spring Research Program sponsored two events: The Community of Scholars on 
May 1, 2009, and Beyond Patient Satisfaction: Symptom Management & Quality of Life 
on May 21, 2009. The Community of Scholars is a student-coordinated event, co-
sponsored by the Doctoral Program Council and Alpha Eta. The Symptom Management 
and Quality of Life Program gave doctoral students an opportunity to present their papers 
about symptom management and quality of life issues. Alpha Eta co-sponsored the event 
with the UCSF Center for Symptom Management and the T32 Pre- and Post-Doctoral 
Trainee Program.  

The 45th Alpha Eta induction was May 28, 2009. Seventy-five students and five nurse 
leaders were inducted, the Alpha Eta Nursing Research and Leadership Fund campaign 
was launched (see accompanying story), and member accomplishments were celebrated 
through a number of awards, including the Margretta Madden Styles Award presented to 
Carmen J. Portillo, RN, PhD, FAAN. 

Throughout the year, Alpha Eta funded $19,000 in awards: 
• $2,000 for the first Sigma Theta Tau International/Alpha Eta Collaborative 

Research Grant for a Tau Lambda-at-Large Chapter (Sub-Saharan Africa) 
member’s research and advancement of nursing knowledge. The grant is funded for 
$2,000 annually for two years (one applicant a year for two years), and the project 
will be evaluated for continued funding. The first grant was awarded to Sheila 



Shaibu RN, PhD at the University of Botswana for her study of “The Experiences 
of Grandmothers Who are Taking Care of Orphan Grandchildren.”  

• $2,000 for the first four Leadership Development Grants, with each grant ranging 
from $500 to $1,000. The award funds active members of the Alpha Eta Chapter for 
leadership development activities. The awards were presented at Induction to Maria 
Lourdes Bayog, Angel Chen, Wonju Hwang and Caroline Maroten. 

• $15,000 for five research grants. The award funds active members of the Alpha Eta 
Chapter to conduct dissertation research or pilot projects for larger grants. The 
awards were presented at Induction to Stephanie Gilbertson-White, Jenna Shaw-
Battista, Soo Kyung Park, Richard Beaulieu and Wen-Wen Li. 

 
Over the past two years, I have thoroughly enjoyed serving our Chapter as President. 

I thank Board Members for their commitment and willingness to juggle Board 
responsibilities with work, school and family. I also thank you, our Chapter Members, for 
your membership. By remaining a committed member, your dues help support our 
research grants and educational offerings. Your financial support truly makes a difference 
— and equally important is your support of STTI's mission and vision, as well as your 
active participation. I look forward to working with Lou Mulligan, our incoming Chapter 
President, and with our continuing and new Board Members.  
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Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI) has chosen Sheila Shaibu, PhD, 
RN from Botswana as the first recipient of the first Sigma Theta Tau 
International/Alpha Eta Collaborative Research Grant. Dr. Shaibu’s 
research study is “The Experiences of Grandmothers Who Are Taking 
Care of Orphan Grandchildren.” This research award will allow Dr. 
Shaibu to conduct a qualitative descriptive study using grounded theory, 
which will explore the experiences of grandparents who are taking care 
of orphaned grandchildren in Ramotswa, Botswana. Alpha Eta Chapter 
congratulates Dr. Shaibu on this important work. 
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2009-10 Chapter Officers – Welcome! 
President    Lou Mulligan RN MS CNS  
Past President    Pat Sparacino RN PhD FAAN 
Vice President    Mark Hawk RN MSN ACNP 
Secretary    Marcia Wertz PhD RN    
Treasurer    Maria Gudmundsdóttir RN PhD CT 
Counselor    Michael Terry RN PhD 
Chapter Newsletter Editor  Annette Carley RN MS NNP-BC-PNP-BC 
Chapter Web Master   Stephanie Gilbertson-White RN MS CNS 
Chapter Archivist   Ellen Schell RN PhD 
Chapter Mentor   Zina Mirsky RN EdD 
Governance Committee  Patricia Birmingham RN MS 
     Hiroko Kiyoshi RN MS 
     Michelle Land RN MS 
Board Members at Large  Lucy Fisher RN PhD 
     Mary McCulley RN MS CPNP-AC 
     Rosalie Bravo RN MS ACNP 
Leadership Succession Committee Mary Louise Fleming RN PhD 
     Naomi Schapiro RN MS CPNP 
     Anne Hughes RN PhD FAAN 
Doctoral Student Representatives Mary E. Lough RN MS CCRN 
Masters Student Representatives Rachel Kay RN and TBD 
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